States of the Union

THE DAY
THE PRESSES
STOPPED
BY R I C H A R D J. M A R G O L I S

mixed today in light, heavy and moderate trading. The Bronx was up and the
Battery down. A good time was had by
all.
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Postal officials are puzzled by the results of a mail
survey they distributed nationwide
more than three months ago. "We
haven't gotten back a single questionnaire,"
said Morton Feinschmecker, special assistant to the
postmaster general. "Apparently
they've all gone astray."
Feinschmecker said authorities had
considered enclosing a stamped, selfaddressed envelope with each mailed
questionnaire, but had rejected the
idea because "we couldn't afford the
postage."
The purpose of the survey was to
learn what citizens thought of their
mail service.
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Health, Education and Welfare,
Joseph Califano.
A highly placed source at HEW says
the incident occurred yesterday afternoon when Califano caught the President smoking a cigarette out back behind the East Wing.
Harsh words and coughs were said
to have been exchanged.
At a hastily called press conference
this morning, White House Press Secretary Jody Powell told reporters there
was no truth to "the base allegation
that President Carter is a closet smoker," nor to reports that Joseph Califano has been fired.
HARRISBURG, PA.—Members of the

Delaware Indian tribe formally petitioned the State Legislature today for
return of about 1 million acres of land
to tribal possession. The parcel in question includes all of Philadelphia, with
the exception of Independence Hall
and the Betsy Ross house.
"The Liberty Bell is cracked, and so
was Betsy," declared a tribal elder.
Reached by telephone, Philadelphia
Mayor Francis Lazzaro Rizzo expressed
shock and disbelief. "It'soutrageous,"
he said. "Those Indians are un-American."
Meanwhile, black community organizations in Philadelphia are pressing legislators to act speedily on the
tribal petition. "The sooner we give
Philadelphia back to the Indians, the
happier we blacks will be," a community leader said.
MINOT, N.D.—This hockey-hooked
town of 30,000 closed out the long season yesterday with another championship. Playing before a capacity crowd
in their new, open-air stadium, the
sweating Minot Grazers beat the panting Winnipeg Mounties 4-3 in double
overtime.
It was the 51st game in a best-of-51
series.
Mounties' Coach Bertrand Ebert
had no apologies for his team's performance, except to note that the hot August weather was a factor.
"Not to take anything away from
the Minot fellows," Ebert said, "but I
September II. 1978

do feel that our boys would have
skated better if there'd been ice."
LOOPALOOSA, L A . — A n g r y protesters here have been picketing the site of
a $1 billion reservoir and dam project
proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. One picketer's placard—
LET'S BE ROTTEN

ounces, and to list in alphabetical order
all consumer products deemed unsafe,
from Aardvark toys ("somewhat risky") to Zygote safetypins ("suicidal").
A Council official said the book has
been bound in fire-resistant plastic. In
addition, he noted, "The pages are organic and can easily be ingested."

TO THE C O R P S —

summed up citizen feeling.
A spokesman for the Corps, Brigadier General Lucius K . Ordway, said
the purpose of the proposed project
was to widen the bayous and aid barge
traffic. "Our Environmental Impact
Study shows that people have no
grounds to be afraid," General Ordway said. "Except maybe the tiny village of Loopaloosa, which is likely to
end up about 20 feet underwater."
WASHINGTON, D . C — T h e U.S. Supreme Court yesterday returned to a
lower court for reconsideration a case
that may have far-reaching implications.
The litigation concerns a white, gay
male couple in Denver who wish to
adopt a black, female test-tube baby.
A Federal circuit judge had earlier ruled
that such an adoption would be unconstitutional and "possibly dirty."
After remanding the case, the justices
voted to repair to the Sans Souci for a
three-martini lunch.
MEMPHIS, T E N N . — T h e local chapter here of the United Federation of
Arsonists (UFA) voted unanimously
last night to walk out in sympathy with
striking Memphis firemen. "We're all
in this thing together," said Torchy
Spinoza, UFA president. "We propose
and they dispose."
A spokesman for the firemen's
union said his fellow workers were gratified by the arsonists' show of support, but added a correction to Spinoza's statement. "Actually," said the
fireman, "they dispose and we hose."

KEY WEST, F L A . — U . S . meteorologists in charge of tracking tropical
storms have reluctantly changed their
hurricane nomenclature from names
of men to names of cities.
"It was masculinist pressure," commented a weatherman who asked that
his name be withheld. " A few male fanatics objected to our use of such
names as Hurricane Albert, Hurricane
Broderick and Hurricane Charlie.
From now on we're going to stick to
Athens, Boise and Calcutta."
In Houston Gregory de Plume, president of the National Organization for
Men (NOM), said he was gratified by
the new policy. "Men everywhere can
now face the weather without shame,"
he observed.
TOPEKA,
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Lan-

don, the 91 year-old Republican who
ran for President in 1936 on an anti-Social Security platform, told reporters
yesterday he has not ruled out the
possibility of trying again.
In a front-porch press conference
the spry nonagenarian said he has
come to believe that the Republican
Party needs a candidate of his political
stripe.
"Do you mean conservative?" a reporter asked.
"I mean liberal," Landon replied.

NEW YORK, N . Y . — I n a surprise
move today the Book-of-lhe-Month
Club purchased majority control of
this city's three struck newspapers—the Times, the Post and the Daily News—pledging to bring them out
occasionally as Book-of-the-Month
"bonuses."
CHICAGO, 111.—The National Safety Council today announced publica"Basically," said a club executive,
tion of its long awaited report, "200,000 "our members are serious readers. But
Really Raunchy Products." The volwe feel that once in a while (hey deserve
ume is said to weigh 3 pounds, 4
a change of pace."
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